
*Includes motorcoach transportation; all lodging; all dinners and breakfasts; and all admission fees, taxes, and 
gratuities. HSM membership required. Price is per person based on double occupancy.

Register today at hsmichigan.org  
or by calling (800) 692-1828

A French Canada Tour
A French Canada TourVive L’Histoire!
Vive L’Histoire!

May 30-June 7
9-day, 8-night tour
$2,495/person*



A visit to French Canada is like going to Europe without leaving North America. The language, 
culture, sights, and cuisine take visitors on a trip through Colonial New France. Montréal and 
Québec are beautiful cities full of history. When Samuel de Champlain founded Québec City in 
1608, James I was on the throne of England, Henri IV ruled in France, and the Pilgrims would 
not arrive at Plymouth, Massachusetts, for another 12 years. Immerse yourself in this  
fabulous Old World French culture during our French Canada Tour. For this custom-designed 
trip out of the United States, we have enlisted a local guide to accompany HSM’s Bob 
Myers. Joseph Gagne—a bilingual historian based in Québec—will assist in parsing French-
only signage, menus, and more. Dinners are always at locally owned restaurants, so you’ll 
experience the local dining scene in addition to museums, sights, sounds, and unique  
French Canadian experiences.

We leave Michigan on Saturday morning and board in three locations: Grand 
Rapids, Lansing, and Davison (near Flint). The Lansing location is at our office 
building on the city’s west edge; the other two locations are Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) Park and Ride lots. You can leave your car all week. 

We’ll cross into Ontario at Port Huron-Sarnia and go through Canadian customs. 
Entering Canada requires that you have a passport or an enhanced driver’s license, 
so be sure to bring one with you. As we motor through the region, you can snooze, 
enjoy the scenery, watch a movie on the coach’s DVD system, or play one of Bob’s 
Useless Trivia Game.

Dinner on this night is at Frosty John’s Pub & Restaurant in Bowmanville, Ontario. 
You may never have heard of Frosty John’s, but it’s a great little eatery. Like all the 
restaurants on our tours, it’s locally owned. Our Michiganders on the Road tours 
avoid the chain restaurants so that you always experience—and enjoy—something 
new.

Lodging is at the Comfort Inn & Suites in Bowmanville. All of the hotels on our tour 
offer a complimentary breakfast, so we can be ready to hit the road in the morning.

Today, our tour takes us to a delightful history site in Ontario: Upper Canada Village. 
It’s located on the Saint Lawrence River and transports visitors back in time to an 
1866 English-Canadian settlement in 1866.

The village itself is composed of more than 40 historical buildings that have been 
brought to the site. They include several working mills—such as a woolen mill, 
gristmill, and sawmill—and a number of tradesmen’s buildings where you’ll 
find a blacksmith, tinsmith, cabinetmaker, cooper, baker, and cheese-maker. 
Interpreters demonstrate nineteenth-century farming techniques through 
the growing, harvesting, and processing of heritage vegetables and livestock. 
Costumed interpreters also help you explore various aspects of the era’s 
domestic arts, social life, music, religion, and politics.

We’ll have lunch at the village, which is included, and then have all afternoon 
to explore. You can enjoy a ride aboard a wagon or a canal boat; visit the 
village’s various shops, houses, mills, and farms; and relax with a beverage at 
Willard’s Hotel.

Dinner this evening is at the Casa Paolo Ristorante in Cornwall, with lodging at the 
nearby Best Western Parkway Inn.

DAY 2 - May 31, WednesdayDAY 2 - May 31, Wednesday

DAY 1 - May 30, TuesdayDAY 1 - May 30, Tuesday



Montréal is a delight, and we’ll spend all day at 
two of the city’s premier attractions: the Pointe-
à-Callière Montréal Archaeology and History 
Complex and Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount 
Royal.

The Pointe-à-Callière museum is a national 
archaeological and historic site that presents centuries of Montréal history from the 
first settlement of Canada’s Indigenous peoples to the present day. The museum, 
in fact, stands on the site where Montréal was founded in 1642 and features some 
amazing architectural ruins. Pointe-à-Callière is Canada’s only major archaeological 
museum and is Montréal’s most popular history museum. It includes permanent 
exhibits about Montréal history, three national and international temporary 
exhibitions, and L’Arrivage Bistro, where we’ll have lunch.

In the afternoon, we’ll take in Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal. The Roman-
Catholic minor basilica is a National Historic Site of Canada. It boasts one of the 
largest church domes in the world and is the tallest building in Montréal. Built in 
stages during the first half of the twentieth century, the vast structure has seating for 
1,000 worshippers. The apse, as well as the rest of the interior, was designed in the Art 
Deco style and contains sculptures, bas-reliefs, mosaics, and stained glass of religious 
imagery. Multi-angle arches made of reinforced concrete support the roof structure. 
It’s a stunningly beautiful building, and we’ll explore it with a special guided tour.

Dinner tonight is at the restaurant Holder, with lodging at the Comfort Inn  
Montréal Aéroport.

Nothing says “Canada” more than maple syrup, so we’ll drive to Québec City and 
tour a sugar shack. The sugar shack, Érablière le Chemin du Roy, takes its name from 
the King’s Road that crosses it. The road’s construction began in 1715 under the 
French Regime and was completed between Québec and Montréal in 1734. They 
really do make delicious maple syrup there, and although we’ll miss the March-April 
sugaring season, we’ll take a tour of the sugar shack and have lunch at the deli.

We next drive into Québec City, where we’ll take a narrated bus tour to receive an 
overview of the city and its history.

Dinner will be at La Bûche in Vieux-Québec, or Old Québec. Lodging for the next 
four nights will be at the Cofortel Hôtel.

In Québec, everything is French! Signage is French-only, but 
if you’re concerned about the language barrier, don’t worry. 
Most people in the city and province speak English, too, but 
we also have a local guide—Joseph Gagne. He is a doctoral 
student in history at Université Laval in Quebec and one 
of Bob’s friends. Joe grew up in a little Ontario town where 
everyone spoke both languages, so he’s completely bilingual. 
He has agreed to be our local guide during our stay and will 
help us navigate the city. 

DAY 3 - June 1, ThursdayDAY 3 - June 1, Thursday

DAY 4 - June 2, FridayDAY 4 - June 2, Friday



We begin today with a VIP tour of the Citadelle 
of Québec, also known as La Citadelle, the largest 
British fortress in North America. La Citadelle 
is still an active military base and also houses an 
excellent museum.

The United States and Canada are good friends 
today, but such was not always the case. Continental Army troops invaded Canada 
during the American Revolution, and during the War of 1812, the U.S. Army 
launched a three-pronged invasion. The British therefore decided to strengthen 
Québec’s defenses with a new fortress. The star-shaped Citadelle was constructed 
during the period of 1820-1850 and manned by British soldiers and artillerymen. 
It remains the home of the Royal 22nd Regiment, Canada’s sole French-language 
regular force infantry regiment.

We’ll take a guided tour of La Citadelle, visit the museum, and watch the 
changing of the guard ceremony. Yes, La Citadelle has guards in scarlet 
uniforms and bearskin hats—just like Buckingham Palace in London—and 
they conduct a half-hour precision ceremony every day.

After lunch, we’ll head next door to the Plains of Abraham. The Plains of 
Abraham is the famous battlefield where British forces under General James 
Wolfe defeated French troops commanded by the marquis de Montcalm in 
1759. The climactic battle of the French and Indian War saw the deaths of both 
generals but effectively ended the conflict. France lost its North American empire 
in within the year.

A step-on guide will take us on a driving tour of the battlefield, after which we’ll 
actually meet Generals Wolfe and Montcalm. In reality, they’re actors who portray the 
two generals, but we’ll get to hear a firsthand account of their experiences and be able 
to ask questions about their actions of 261 years ago. We’ll have time afterward to 
tour the Plains of Abraham Museum.

Tonight’s dinner is at L’Entrecôte Saint-Jean, after which we’ll head back to the 
Cofortel Hôtel.

We will spend the first part of our day at one of North America’s premier museums: 
the Museum of Civilization, or Musée de la Civilisation. As its name implies, the 
museum’s exhibits explore the history of humanity as well as the 
history of Québec. The museum—famous for its innovative, original 
designs and perspectives— intertwines art and artifacts to tell stories 
in wonderfully imaginative ways.

We’ll have lunch at the museum’s Café 47. In the afternoon, you’ll 
have free time to explore Québec on your own. You can go sight-
seeing and shopping, or you can just soak up the culture of the 
delightful Old City. We’ll rendezvous at Bistro 1640 for dinner.

DAY 5 - June 3, SaturdayDAY 5 - June 3, Saturday

DAY 6 - June 4, SundayDAY 6 - June 4, Sunday



No trip to Québec is complete without a visit to Montmorency Falls, or the “Chute 
de Montmorency” in French. The spectacular site is where the Montmorency River 
drops 272 feet—100 feet higher than Niagara Falls—over the cliffs into the Saint 
Lawrence River. We’ll experience a breathtaking ride over the falls on a cable car and 
have lunch at the park’s restaurant.

 We’ll spend the afternoon on the scenic Île d’Orléans in the Saint 
Lawrence River, right off Quebec City. We’ll tour the Parc Maritime de 
Saint-Laurent, a museum that focuses on traditional and commercial 
shipbuilding on the Île d’Orléans. The small shipyard was active until 
the 1970s, so the museum offers firsthand accounts of island life and 
maritime history.

 Our tour of the island also takes us to the Maison Drouin, a 
typical habitant house that was built by the Canac dit Marquis family 
around 1730. Although occupied until 1984, the house was relatively 
unaltered and maintained its eighteenth-century character. Now a house 
museum, it provides a fascinating look at French-colonial architecture 
and the lives of French farming families.

 On this night, we’ll dine at the Côtes-à-Côtes Resto Grill in Québec and then 
head back to the Cofortel Hôtel.

These are driving days back to Michigan, with a stop for dinner and lodging 
in Trenton, Ontario. We’ll watch movies, play a couple more of Bob’s 
Useless Trivia Games, and reflect on all we’ve seen, all we’ve learned, and  
all we’ve eaten.

We hope you can join us for our French Canada Tour!

DAY 7 - June 5, MondayDAY 7 - June 5, Monday

DAYS 8-9 - June 6-7, Tuesday-WednesdayDAYS 8-9 - June 6-7, Tuesday-Wednesday



Yes! I (we) want to join 
Michiganders on the Road® for  
The Vive L’Histoire! French Canada 
Tour for $2,495* per person. 

NAME NAME

PHONE

(                 )
PHONE

(                 )

ADDRESS ADDRESS

EMAIL EMAIL

CITY, STATE, ZIP CITY, STATE, ZIP

CREDIT CARD NUMBER

NAME ON CARD

EXP. DATE

SECURITY CODE BILLING ZIP CODE

PAYMENT METHOD

 Check Enclosed. Made payable to: 
 Historical Society of Michigan
 Credit Card (see form on left)

PERSON 1 PERSON 2

* Includes motorcoach transportation; all lodging; all dinners and breakfasts; and 
all admission fees, taxes, and gratuities. Historical Society of Michigan $39.95 
membership required. Price is per person based on double occupancy. We 
encourage the purchase of travel insurance in case unforeseen events force you to 
cancel at the last minute. Deposits or payments made after the reservation deadline 
of April 30, 2023, cannot be refunded. NOTE: HSM Staff will be monitoring 
COVID-19 and will communicate trip policies before departure.

  I would like to pay the full tour price of $2,495 per person. Price is based on double occupancy.

  I would like to pay the $250 per person deposit for the tour. The balance of $1,945 per person 
will be due on or before the reservation deadline of April 30, 2023. Deposits are fully refundable 
on or before April 30, 2023. Deposits or payments made after the reservation deadline cannot 
be refunded.

 Are you a member of the Historical Society of Michigan? (Membership is required to participate  
      in this tour.)

   Yes, I am already a member.

	   I want to become a member for $39.95 so I can go on this tour. This membership includes 
Michigan History and Chronicle magazines.

  I am a single person and would like single-room accommodations. I understand there will be a 
$600 surcharge for this service.

  I am a single person and would like to be paired with another single of the same gender so that 
my reservation can be based on double occupancy.

 I would like to have vegetarian meals.

 A check for $________________________ is enclosed, payable to the Historical Society of Michigan.

 Please charge $________________________ to my credit card listed below.

Mail or fax this form to:  
Historical Society of Michigan • 7435 Westshire Drive • Lansing, MI 48917 • Fax: (517) 324-4370


